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Inside this issue: 
The symposium on GSP & itsõ impact on Ap-

parel Export Industry was successfully held at 

The Kingsbury on the 14th of September 

2016. It can be considered a milestone in the 

history of MUTA and a step forward out of the 

traditional boundaries. MUTA has been instru-

mental in providing its graduate members 

and the Department immense benefits since 

its inception. Organizing this event can be 

considered as another instance it reached 

the wider textile and apparel industry of Sri 

Lanka. GSP+ is a timely topic in the industry 

and most companies along with state institu-

tions hopefully awaits its receipt.  

Prof A K W Jayawardane, Vice Chancellor of 

University of Moratuwa addressed the gather-

ing and emphasized the significance of Uni-

versity ð Industry collaborations and future 

strategy of the University to contribute to the 

vacuums of novel knowledge. Prof R A At-

talage, Deputy Vice Chancellor, and Prof K K 

C K Perera, Dean of the Faculty of Engineer-

ing also graced the occasion.  

The symposium consisted of four speaker 

sessions followed by a panel discussion in-

dustry experts. Hon. Dr. Harsha de Silva, the 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs delivered 

the keynote address on the effect of GSP+ 

and other trade agreements to the Sri Lankan 

economy. An overview of expected benefits to 

Sri Lanka from GSP+ was presented by Mrs. 

Sonali Wijeratne, Director General of Depart-

ment of Commerce. Dr. Saman Kelegama, 

the Executive Director of Institute of policy 

studies delivered his address on policy issues 

related to GSP+ and competitive edge. Mr. 

Ruwan Keragala, Director Finance of MAS 

Intimates (Pvt.) Ltd. presented on the chal-

lenges face by local manufacturers in the 

wake of the receipt of GSP+. 

Prof. Lakdas Fernando, the patron of MUTA, 

Mr. Saiff Jafferjee , the Chairman of the Sri 

Lanka Apparel Exportersõ Association and Mr. 

Tuli Cooray the Secretary General of Joint 

Apparel Association Forum, Sri Lanka joined 

the panel discussion with speakers. It was 

moderated by Dr. Nirmali de Silva, a senior 

lecturer of the Department of Textile and 

Clothing Technology, University of Moratuwa.   

The event was participated by more than hun-

dred industry professionals representing a 

range of large and medium scale Sri Lankan 

enterprises. Naturub Exports International 

(Pvt) Ltd., Ocean Lanka (Pvt) Ltd., MAS Inti-

mates (Pvt) Ltd., Stretchline (Pvt) Ltd. and 

Apparel Technologies (Pvt) Ltd. provided valu-

able support as sponsors. 
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